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conference of Ambassadors. If the former failed, he could
always faU back on the latter. This explains his negative
answer to Sir Edward's proposal:
The British Ambassador, upon instructions from his
Government, asked me whether Russia would agree that
England should take the initiative in convoking a con-
ference in London of the representatives of England, France,
Germany and Italy, in order that they might examine
a quatre the possibility of a way out of the present situation.
I replied to the Ambassador that I have begun direct
conversations with the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador
favorably; but I have not as yet received any reply as to
the proposal made by me for revising the note by the two
Cabinets. If our direct explanations with the Vienna
Cabinet lead to no result, I should be ready to accept the
English proposal, or any other, which would bring about
a peaceful solution of the conflict.
I wish, however, from this day forth, to put an end to
a misunderstanding which slipped into the answer [of Bien-
venu-Martin to Schoenj. In case it is a question of exer-
cising a moderating influence at St. Petersburg, we reject
it in advance, because we have from the beginning taken
a stand which we cannot at all alter, since we have already
met all the demands of Austria-Hungary which axe ac-
ceptable.77
To this Izvolski replied reassuringly:
According to my conversation yesterday at the Quai
d'Orsay, the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs does not
for a minute admit the possibility of exercising a moderating
influence in St. Petersburg, but only replied to the German
Ambassador that it was not Russia, but Austria, that was
77 Sazonov's tg. No. 1521 to Izvolski in Paris and Benckendorff in
London, July 27, Krasnyi Arkhiv, I, p. 174; Romberg, p. 16; Livre Now,
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